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Exosomes are cell-derived extracellular vesicles that
present in most biological fluids including blood, urine,
saliva, and so forth. Exosomes mediate intercellular
communication by delivering nucleic acids and proteins in
vivo. As the surface characteristics of exosomes dictate
their biological fate, the surface functionalization is a
pivotal technique to broaden the biomedical potential of
exosomes. The surface engineering might also lead to
solve the purification and stability issues of the exosome.
In this paper, we categorize the surface engineering
methods of exosomes into three strategies; (i) genetically
engineering the parental cell line, (ii) synthetic covalent
modification, and (iii) noncovalent modification including
hydrophobic interaction. Recently, polydopamine (PDA)
and metal-phenolic network (MPN) have emerged as a powerful coating technique through
noncovalent interaction with various substrates. These bioinspired coatings have also been
applied to exosomal surfaces. The strengths and weaknesses of each methods are reviewed and
possible future direction is discussed.
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Figure 1. Exosomes are released from the
multivesicular bodies (MVBs), which are formed
within the cytoplasm of the cell, into the
extracellular environment by fusion of MVBs with
the cell membrane. Secreted exosomes can
deliver the cargos to recipient cells through (1)
direct fusion with the recipient plasma
membrane; (2) phago- and micropino-cytosis;
(3) receptor-mediated endocytosis. Created with
BioRender.com
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Figure 2. Fusing proteins to the C1C2 domain of
Lactadherin allows chimeric proteins to
immobilize on the surface of exosomes.
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Figure 3. Surface engineering of exosomes through the click reaction.
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Figure 4. Immobilization of functional molecules
on exosomal surfaces via insertion of
hydrophobic alkyl chains.
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Figure 5. Polydopamine coating of exosomal
surface.

PDA LRIUSHE~ R M Z B CTX5
Metal-Phenolic Network (MPN) 39¢, 27>/ —
LAOFREAERR I SSILTND Y, Fet s
=UPE7% MPN #7ICED, =7y — A
DY —HENMNMNP—49+12 mV N"H—23E1.6
mV (ZZbL7z, MPN #{EL, ZAARL AL
O UV BN ER#E LT, T VET A
RS T IR R~ A T AT INROSIZ L~ T
MPN #E EIZ[EEL 352N TEZ, Zhus
0., KRBT — Y —

Acc. Mater. Surf. Res. 2021, Vol.6 No.4, 98-105.

https://www.hyomen.org

LD AL FIREIZ /2572, MPN &4 L T4
TR EREIZEEMLT Y — D
MCF-7 HfEIZ XD B A A% 253 M B - BAA
FECBIELI-LZA, BV Y —LHNIZREL
TV, EHIZ, MPN L pH 5 THrfigL , bi
ERRECThH -7, ZOINTHITKITINE L TF
mNEAT DR EFEE D LT, o FRMEA
TERZTE A LTEEEI AR T o,

6. SHROEE

TV — AOREEMES () BB L5,
(i) ﬂﬁ%}i}#— (i) 7 FHEMHEEERIZLD T
B, T e e Bl BT 1%
H)FENT T — DD RSB DT80 | ZH,
ERb IS HENTWD, @A 2 ~IBED
FRIEDT-DIZ, X7 X —O B O ik
DRISEDETED, — BRI CLEXIT, &
EL T — BEEPERRECH D, 7T L
P SO SR OB M@ e L | i FLE A
fid LA D A IR D5 O il fa 44/ 0 3= &
BV THEG T T2 T ERIIAHE A9,
72120 2o R EE I F R OEARICR
ESNDIZD ANy TRy 1 & K&
i DI LA OB L Oy MM BAEH %
FIRLIZ=r Yy — AO R R B EIMRIREL
THETHA,

TV —AOMMHERE#IZ B T 10 4
FReiis THY | ML PR YE O SE D SR 6

FYUTELCOIGHICIINIETH D, Il
P ED7=8121% PEG DO F [ [E LN A2
THY, 2 F RIS B L OV T HME A E
REFH L REEMICE > TRALIL TN,
UL AEFE RN EAELM Tl IZEAED
T — DR DE L TEDT ) 5% s
SRELTHWTWATZ®, Hii=/e R FE A SO
ORRIXEE LT —~ThAd, F-ie
HHEFEIR kD7) — AFEN KL TR
DAL EATO L [ARRDERIZR G HILD
MEIWEFMU A28 AR L T2,
FEMERAEOB ENOIDR D EN LB LS
FANQAR

oy MR BAER ZF R U R e i3 b
FOGEDFR SN BA %A RITHERL T

103



Acc. Mater. Surf. Res.

7259, 3 T AAE I XD R EE A3
B BRICEAEME LR TH A FIv 21T
HlHE TE L TREEN K I TH D, FERR, =7
V) — 2 ED MPN #E L 558G 2 30T
IRUBREFRE CTHDOZENHESIL TS Y,
T2 —2% MPN & PEG 767253 = /)L THE
BLTEBWT, EBEHNIZEIE LA TY
cIVEBE T DAY= /e DL S
BMEIND,

7. BiE

ARHEIE O — F I B 058 A BD &
(20H02581) , = ZERF [, FE T 254l - B2 [
MHDOWFFEI Ak Z 32 T TEML 72, ZTITRS
D,

BE R

1) S. E. L. Andaloussi, I. Méiger, X. O.
Breakefield, M. J. A. Wood, Nat. Rev. Drug
Discov. 2013, 12, 347-357.

2) R.Kalluri, V. S. LeBleu, Science 2020, 367.

3) L. Alvarez-Erviti, Y. Seow, H. Yin, C. Betts,
S. Lakhal, M. J. A. Wood, Nat. Biotechnol.
2011, 29, 341-345.

4) L. Pascucci, V. Cocce, A. Bonomi, D. Ami,
P. Ceccarelli, E. Ciusani, L. Vigano, A.
Locatelli, F. Sisto, S. M. Doglia, J. Control.
Release 2014, 192, 262-270.

5) D. Sun, X. Zhuang, X. Xiang, Y. Liu, S.
Zhang, C. Liu, S. Barnes, W. Grizzle, D.
Miller, H. G. Zhang, Mol. Ther. 2010, 18,

1606-1614.
6) B. Zhou, K. Xu, X. Zheng, T. Chen, J. Wang,
Y. Song, Y. Shao, S. Zheng, Signal

Transduct. Target. Ther. 2020, 5, 1-14.

7) H. Peinado, M. Aleckovi¢, S. Lavotshkin, 1.
Matei, B. Costa-Silva, G. Moreno-Bueno, M.
Hergueta-Redondo, C. Williams, G.
Garcia-Santos, C. M. Ghajar, Nat. Med. 2012,
18, 883-891.

8) C. Sheridan, Nat. Biotechnol. 2016, 34, 359—
360.

9) R. Maroto, Y. Zhao, M. Jamaluddin, V. L.
Popov, H. Wang, M. Kalubowilage, Y.
Zhang, J. Luisi, H. Sun, C. T. Culbertson, J.
Extracell. Vesicles 2017, 6, 1359478.

10) C. Wang, K. Kimura, J. Li, J. J. Richardson,
M. Naito, K. Miyata, T. Ichiki, H. Ejima,
ChemNanoMat 2021, 7, 592-595.

11) M. Richter, P. Vader, G. Fuhrmann, Adv.
Drug Deliv. Rev. 2021, 173, 416-426.

12) A. Delcayre, A. Estelles, J. Sperinde, T.

Acc. Mater. Surf. Res. 2021, Vol.6 No.4, 98-105.

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

18)

19)

20)

21)

22)

23)

24)

25)
26)

27)

28)

https://www.hyomen.org

Roulon, P. Paz, B. Aguilar, J. Villanueva, S.
Khine, J.-B. Le Pecq, Blood Cells, Mol. Dis.
2005, 35, 158-168.

Z. C. Hartman, J. Wei, O. K. Glass, H. Guo,
G. Lei, X.-Y. Yang, T. Osada, A. Hobeika, A.
Delcayre, J.-B. Le Pecq, Vaccine 2011, 29,
9361-9367.

J. H. Wang, A. V Forterre, J. Zhao, D. O.
Frimannsson, A. Delcayre, T. J. Antes, B.
Efron, S. S. Jeffrey, M. D. Pegram, A. C.
Matin, Mol. Cancer Ther. 2018, 17, 1133—
1142.

M. Morishita, Y. Takahashi, M. Nishikawa,
K. Sano, K. Kato, T. Yamashita, T. Imai, H.
Saji, Y. Takakura, J. Pharm. Sci. 2015, 104,
705-713.

P. Kumar, H. Wu, J. L. McBride, K. E. Jung,
M. H. Kim, B. L. Davidson, S. K. Lee, P.
Shankar, N. Manjunath, Nature 2007, 448,
39-43,

Y. Tian, S. Li, J. Song, T. Ji, M. Zhu, G. J.
Anderson, J. Wei, G. Nie, Biomaterials 2014,
35, 2383-2390.

C. P. Lai, O. Mardini, M. Ericsson, S.
Prabhakar, C. A. Maguire, J. W. Chen, B. A.
Tannous, X. O. Breakefield, ACS Nano 2014,
8, 483-494.

N. Yim, S. W. Ryu, K. Choi, K. R. Lee, S.
Lee, H. Choi, J. Kim, M. R. Shaker, W. Sun,
J. H. Park, Nat. Commun. 2016, 7, 12277.

D. Shalitin, H. Yang, T. C. Mockler, M.
Maymon, H. Guo, G. C. Whitelam, C. Lin,
Nature 2002, 417, 763-767.

M. E. Hung, J. N. Leonard, J. Biol. Chem.
2015, 290, 8166-8172.

T. Smyth, K. Petrova, N. M. Payton, L
Persaud, J. S. Redzic, M. W. Graner, P.
Smith-Jones, T. J. Anchordoquy, Bioconjug.
Chem. 2014, 25, 1777-1784.

T. Tian, H. X. Zhang, C. P. He, S. Fan, Y. L.
Zhu, C. Qi, N. P. Huang, Z. D. Xiao, Z. H.
Lu, B. A. Tannous, Biomaterials 2018, 150,
137-149.

J. A. Johnson, Y. Y. Lu, J. A. Van Deventer,
D. A. Tirrell, Curr. Opin. Chem. Biol. 2010,
14, 774-780.

M. Wang, S. Altinoglu, Y. S. Takeda, Q. Xu,
PLoS One 2015, 10, €0141860.

P. Li, M. Kaslan, S. H. Lee, J. Yao, Z. Gao,
Theranostics 2017, 7, 789.

P. P. Dominku$, M. Stenovec, S. Sitar, E.
Lasié, R. Zorec, A. Plemenitas, E. Zagar, M.
Kreft, M. Lenassi, Biochim. Biophys. Acta
(BBA)-Biomembranes 2018, 1860, 1350-
1361.

S. A. A. Kooijmans, L. A. L. Fliervoet, R.
Van Der Meel, M. Fens, H. F. G. Heijnen, P.
M. P. van B. en Henegouwen, P. Vader, R.

104



Acc. Mater. Surf. Res.

29)

30)

31)

32)

33)

34)

M. Schiffelers, J. Control. Release 2016, 224,
77-85.

L. Zhang, Z. Yang, K. Sefah, K. M. Bradley,
S. Hoshika, M. J. Kim, H. J. Kim, G. Zhu, E.
Jiménez, S. Cansiz, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2015,
137,6734-6737.

S. Wan, L. Zhang, S. Wang, Y. Liu, C. Wu,
C. Cui, H. Sun, M. Shi, Y. Jiang, L. Li, J. Am.
Chem. Soc. 2017, 139, 5289-5292.

H. Lee, S. M. Dellatore, W. M. Miller, P. B.
Messersmith, Science 2007, 318, 426-430.

B. P. Lee, P. B. Messersmith, J. N.
Israelachvili, J. H. Waite, Annu. Rev. Mater.
Res. 2011, 41, 99-132.

H. Ejima, J. J. Richardson, K. Liang, J. P.
Best, M. P. Van Koeverden, G. K. Such, J.
Cui, F. Caruso, Science 2013, 341, 154-157.
S. Kumar, I. J. Michael, J. Park, S. Granick,
Y. Cho, Small 2018, 14, 1802052.

Acc. Mater. Surf. Res. 2021, Vol.6 No.4, 98-105.

https://www.hyomen.org

105



